Induction of ovulation and cyclic activity in anestrous ewes with testosterone treated wethers and ewes.
An experiment was conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of wethers and ewes treated with testosterone preparations to induce ovulation and breeding activity in anestrous ewes. The testosterone was administered three times at weekly intervals. Wethers and ewes treated with 105 mg testosterone propionate and wethers treated with 100 mg testosterone from testosterone cyclopentyl propionate were as successful as vasectomised rams in inducing ovulation and cyclic activity in ewes. Seven days after the last injection the concentrations of testosterone in peripheral bloods were not significantly different from that in the vasectomised rams. By day 28 the concentrations were significantly lower than in the rams. The testosterone preparations tested are suitable for the induction of male sexual behavior and are rapidly excreted by sheep.